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Our Purpose: 

ERC is a congregation called to intentionally share the gospel in word 

and deed, as the hands, feet and voice of Jesus Christ.  

God is calling us to be a vibrant body of believers helping people 

Experience God’s love in Jesus Christ. 
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Order of Worship 

Prelude:  “Rejoice and Be Merry”                                              Kendall 
“Prelude on "The First Noel"                                                       Hughes 
“Noel in G”                                                                                      Daquin 
“Carol Interlude”                                                                               Willis 
 
Call to Worship/Welcome  
Video “What is Advent” 

Lighting of Advent                                   Merle & Sharon Reisenbigler                             

Greetings 

* ♫   “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                         #131 

* ♫   “Angels We Have Heard on High”                           #132 

* ♫   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                               #133   

Children’s Message  

Announcements 

Congregational Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory Prayer 

Offering 

* ♫   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                        #124 
 
Scripture       Luke 2:1-12 

Sermon         “The Visit of the Magi”                                Pastor Gerry 

Prayer  

* ♫   “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”                        #128 

*Benediction   

* ♫   “Go, Tell it on the Mountain” (Refrain)                  #138 

Postlude: “Festive Postlude”                                                 Broughton 

Organist: Arlene Dickey 

(*Please stand if you are able)                                        (♫Congregational Singing)  
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Welcome 

Welcome to Ebenezer Church!  If you have any questions about 
our church life, feel free to ask the elder greeter or pastor at one 
of the exits as you leave today.  You are invited to a time of 
fellowship and refreshments following the service in the 
Fellowship Hall. (directly beneath the Sanctuary) 

A nursery is available during the service for children 3 years and 
under.  It is located at the end of the hallway at the southwest 
corner of the Sanctuary door.  

Today at ERC                                             

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9:  
9:30 a.m. – Worship Service 
9:45 a.m. – Heaven’s Express 
11:00 a.m. - Adult Sunday school 
 

This Week at ERC  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10: 
2:00 p.m.- Friendship Circle 
6:00 p.m. – Deacons Meeting 
6:30 p.m. – Consistory Meeting 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11: 
1:00 p.m. – Martha/Mary Circle 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12: 

2:00 p.m. – Ladies Aid 
5:30 p.m.-Aftershock-BBQ, Cheesy Potatoes, Green Beans, Fruit, 
Cookie 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13: 
1:30 p.m.-Prayer and Praise 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15: 
7:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study  
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ERC Ministry Announcements 

HHHHappy Birthdayappy Birthdayappy Birthdayappy Birthday this week to: 
11-LeAnn Schaefer 

 
If you have any prayer concerns that you would like to put on the 

prayer chain, email Pastor Gerry at gnorman400@gmail.com.  
 

It’s a Boy! Join us December 16 for the 9:30 service.  We will have 
our annual Christmas program.   
 
A potluck and reception is planned for December 16, 2018 at 
11:00 a.m. for a Norman farewell.  Chicken and dessert will be 
provided.  Please bring a salad or hot dish to pass.  A reception 
will follow 1-3 p.m. to include the community.  
 
LADIES AID DEC. MEETING.  We will be having our Dec. Christmas 
meeting on the 12th, at 2:00 P.M.  Please join us, and enjoy Linda 
Russell from Fulton, who will entertain us with Christmas music. 
The Officers are in charge of Refreshments...We will also be taking 
a collection for our missionary work...Hope to see you there! 
 
Christmas Eve service is just around the corner and we want to 
make it as memorable as possible.  The office is in need of Family 
Christmas pictures, like years past.  If you have one of your family 
Christmas (new or old) please bring it to the church office!  We 
would love to have as many families in it as possible!  
 
December is Ebenezer’s month for the Food Pantry.  Ron 
Wiersema is looking for volunteers.  Please call him at  
815-400-9113 if you can volunteer your time.  

Helping Hands Christmas Mission Project- Once again we will be 
collecting funds. IF you would like to make a donation by putting 
your loose change or a donation marked helping hands in the 
offering plates, you may do so.  This money helps with things like 
utility bills, prescriptions, food and clothing.  
 
 
 
 
 



 5

We are looking to update our church directory.  On the table in 
the elevator lobby today is our current directory listing for our 
entire membership and regular attenders.  There are lots of 
changes since the last time. So please check the directory, update 
your address and phone numbers, write down your new cell 
phone number and email if you want so we can have an up to 
date directory.  We want to be connected as a church family and 
this is a huge tool in making that happen. 
 
ERC will be holding a cookie exchange on December 16 following 
the service in the Fellowship Hall.  Wondering how it works?  It’s 
simple.  Bring 3 dozen cookie with you and set them on 
designated table.  Bring an extra container and take 3 dozen 
home.  You may take different varieties home not just a dozen of 
the same kind.  

CHRISTMAS CARDS TO OUR SHUT-INS We invite the congregation 
to give cards to our members who are shut-ins.  They are always 
so appreciated!  Please place them in collection baskets at each of 
the church entrances by Thursday, December 13.  Cards will be 
delivered to the shut-ins on December 16 following the Christmas 
Program (approx. 11:45). 
 
There will be no Heaven’s Express December 23, or 30.  Will 
resume on January 6, 2019.   
 
VALET PARKING – It’s time for the new schedule for VALET 
PARKING – 2019.    If you would like to be added as a volunteer or 
have your name removed, please contact Susan Bland  
815-772-3352 by Dec. 23. 
 

Notices 

December 2 Offering:  General Fund- $8031; Thanksgiving-$120; 
Sunday School-$12 

 
The December flower Committee is  

Glenda Jansma and David Ottens 
If you wish to put flowers in the Sanctuary please contact them. 
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News from the Library 

This month the committee recommends, 'The Angel of Forest Hill', 
by Cindy Woodsmall. This novel is perfect for December, because 
it is an Amish Christmas story. In the novel, Christmas is proven to 
be a season of miracles. Ms. Woodsmall has written several 
stories about the Amish. She is no stranger to their traditions, 
strengths, and fauts, as you will see. 
 
The main characters in the novel are Rose and Joel. When readers 
first meet Rose Kurtz, she is living in another community. She is 
the only daughter in a family of twelve children. Rose is asked to 
go to Forest Hill by her Bishop. He asked her personally, but it is 
her father who decides she will go.  when we first meet Joel 
Dienner, he is in shock. His lovely wife has just passed away. She 
left him with an infant daughter, Grace; and two small sons Moes 
and Levi. Joel is immersed in grief and confusion, Rose has come 
to help him. 
As an added bonus, the book contains two recipes. They could 
make your kitchen smell like an Amish home, if you chose to make 
them.  There are more stories about the Amish within the walls of 
our church library; and many other fine novels. Dash in and find 
one or more to read for yourself. 
 

Notes of Thanks 

“Ted, Cindy, Ron, Sharon, Jack, Bob, Carolyn, Betty, Michelle & 
Jane – thank you so much for being Ebenezer Elves.   You helped 
bring joy to those who may have needed an extra smile this time 
of year.   And, the smiles we see from all of them brings blessings 
to all of us.”                                                                  Thank you, Susan 

“Thank you for all the thoughts, prayers and cards from the 
Ebenezer congregation.  The tumor and gland removal was 
benign!”                                                                               Michael Allen 

“We wish to thank the Ebenezer Christmas Elves that came 
Saturday.  It was a great surprise and a lot of fun!”  
                                                                                    Neal & Barb Geerts 
 
“I want to thank the Ebenezer Elves for the goodies they brought 
last Saturday!”                                                                   Janet Harksen 
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“Thank you for the cards, calls and visits for my birthday. Also 
thank you to the Ebenezer Elves for stopping by and for the 
flower!! It meant a lot!  Merry Christmas!”                 Ruth Rosenow 
 
“Thank you to the Ebenezer Elves for coming to my house and for 
the red carnation and sweets!”                                     Delores Stuart 
 
“Words cannot express our gratitude for all those who helped 
with the Christmas concert.  Thank you to all the musicians for 
using your talents so beautifully, Church Life Committee for all 
your help, Glenda and Dave for decorating the church sanctuary 
to look amazing!  Also, thanks to Glenda for designing the 
beautiful posters. Thanks to Domini for always being willing to 
meet and work with us, the sound technicians for running the 
sound system, and to all the many church volunteers who took 
time out of their busy schedules to help us! A heartfelt thank you 
to each and every one of you! Finally, thank you to everyone who 
came and supported the concert with you attendance!  May the 
Christ make Himself powerfully known to you in this season by 
filling you with His perfect peace!”  
                                                          Jon Kophamer and Joyce Hamstra 
 

Reasons to Rejoice and Prayer Concern  

Those who need restored health through recovery and healing: 
Diane Boelkins, Don Brands, Katie Bush, Neal Geerts, Jonelle 
Hook, Dorothy Johnson, Wilma Tegeler, Jeg Weets, Ron 
Wiersema, Joyce Wilkins, Linda Vanderlaan, Donna VanKampen 
and all those with special needs. 
 

• Mark Dykema has small cell sarcoma. It originated in the 
prostate and has moved into the bladder and lymph 
nodes.  This type of cancer is typically found in the 
lungs.  He begins chemo on Monday. It will be 3 days of 
treatment then 21 days off.  They hope to do 6 rounds as 
long as he can tolerate it.  Keep the prayers coming!  

• Mary Schaefer is home from the hospital and doing 
therapy.  
Those in nursing/assisted living homes: 

• Kevin Dykema, Decatur Manor Health Care, 1016 West        
Pershing Road, Decatur, IL 62526 

• Pam Gorzny, 608 Dillon Ave, Sterling, IL. 61081 
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• Mark Hamstra, c/o Cilia Group Home, 912 W. 3rd Street, 
Sterling, IL  61081 

• Ruth Schroeder at Pleasant View 
• Dorothy Bush, Sam Dean, Bob Dykstra, Clausina Huizenga,  

Mary Tichler, Teresa Timmons and Lorraine Workman, and 
Marge Venhuizen at Resthave 

• Ruth Adolph, Roger and Marla Buikema, Deanie Damhoff, 
Bernadine Sanders, Beverly Swanson, Dave and Linda 
Vanderlaan, and Rose Wiersema at Windsor Manor  

• Those serving our country: Gregory Bush, Tyler Todd, 
Jacob Yarbrough, Korey Zigler 

 Sunday Volunteers 

December Counting Team: Gregg, Kim, Jack 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Location: Sunday, December 9: Sunday, December 16: 

Valet Parking Bob Wiersema Al Huizenga 
Nursery Dawn Meurs,  

Molly Neumann 
Shawn Soenksen,  

Jaicee Schmidt 

Video Dawn Meurs Ryan Neumann 
Projection Scott Meurs Scott Meurs 

Sound System Jack Bland John Dickey 
Consistory  
Pre-service 

Karen Price,  
Marilyn Williams 

Gregg Wiersema, 
Garry Seaman 

Elder/Pastor 
After Worship 

NE-Pastor Gerry 
NW-Merrial Allison 
SW-Sandi Wilkens 

SE-Sharon Reisenbigler 

NE-Merrial Allison 
NW-Pastor Gerry 

SW-Martha Kophamer 
SE-Sharon Reisenbigler 

Fellowship 
Coffee Servers 

Pat & Arlyn Zuidema Pat & Arlyn Zuidema 

Ushers/ 
Greeters 

NE-Dale & Doris Bull 
NW-Brian Tichler 
SW-Jane Haan 

NE-Harvey Zuidema 
NW-Arlyn Tichler 
SW-Marcia Blean 


