
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Publication of the Ebenezer Reformed Church 

309 East Park Street, Morrison, IL 61270 
Phone:  815-772-2472 

 Marv Jacobs, Interim Pastor  
Ann Brackemyer, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries 

Jennie Gowan, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries 
Domini Buikema, Office Manager 

 
Visit our website:  www.ercmorrison.com 

revmj11@gmail.com 
annschaefer04@yahoo.com 
jenniepruis@hotmail.com 

domini.ebenezer@gmail.com 
Praise Team Rehearsal – 8:30 a.m.  

Worship Celebration - 9:30 a.m.  
Heaven’s Express - 10:00 a.m. - 4 year olds through 5th grade 

(September—May) 
Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. - 6th grade through adults  

(September—May)                                                    
Fellowship & Coffee - 10:35 a.m. 
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From From From From Marv JacobsMarv JacobsMarv JacobsMarv Jacobs……………………    
 

Have you ever been somewhere and had someone ask 
you, “What are you doing here?” Obviously, his/her reaction is 
one of surprise.   The question is, is the nature of his/her surprise 
positive or negative? Is he/she glad to see you or disappointed to 
see you? Is he/she affirming or contesting your right to be there?   

Now I don’t know how much information has been 
conveyed to you about the purpose of Interim Ministry, but I 
thought I would use our July newsletter to address it, 
nevertheless.  You see it occurs to me, that some of you might be 
feeling that same way about me. What’s he doing here? If he 
didn’t come to be our next pastor, why is he here? If he’s only 
here to serve as our pulpit supply, there must be someone 
cheaper and better than that Marvin Eugene! 

Well, the truth of the matter is, while I may not be your 
next full-time pastor, I am your full-time pastor in the “interim.” 
 By definition, an “interim” pastor is one called for a specific 
purpose and a shorter period of time to lead a congregation 
during the in-between times of installed pastoral leadership. That 
interim pastor does all the same things as a regularly called 
pastor, plus a few more.  The interim ministry has three primary 
functions: (1) the maintenance of congregational life and ministry; 
(2) enhancement of selected aspects of congregational life and 
ministry; and (3) working at specific designated tasks. The goal of 
interim ministry is to fulfill these functions in a way that will 
enable the congregation and the next pastor to be prepared with 
vision, commitment, and excitement for the future.   

When you think about it, John the Baptist was an excellent 
model of an interim pastor. His ministry had a specific purpose 
and time frame. He was called upon to “prepare the way” of the 
one who would follow. He immediately removed the focus from 
self and put it on the one who was to follow. He knew when his 
ministry was completed. When Jesus came, John gracefully bowed 
out of the picture.  Now I’m not suggesting I’m John the Baptist 
(I’m not a big fan of locusts and honey…okay, I love honey, locusts 
not so much), but my hope and prayer is, that I might help 
“prepare the way” for your next pastor. And might I add, after just 
four weeks with you, he’s going to be blessed to work with you 
and for you! I can only hope that you believe in yourselves the 
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way I believe in you…AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY…the way God 
believes in you.  

Every congregation…and let me repeat that…every 
congregation has its own unique concerns.   A vacant 
congregation, however, has some added concerns, and some 
added feelings. Some of those feelings include 1) a sense of relief 
or possible anger over the pastor’s leaving, 2) a sense of guilt over 
some aspects of the past, 3) insecurity about the present and the 
future, 4) a desire for an outside perspective, 5) rediscovering a 
sense of joy in the present and hope for the future, and, 6) a 
growing excitement about finding a new pastor.  While it is 
certainly possible for a congregation to process these feelings 
without an Interim Pastor, having someone to love and encourage 
them through the process can be a plus…and that’s what I hope to 
do here. And I might add, you’re an easy group to love and 
encourage! Plus…thanks for loving and encouraging me! A 
“pastored pastor always pastors best!”    

So…if someone says to you, “why is Marv here anyway?” I 
trust you’ll be ready to answer, “ya, that’s what I’ve been 
wondering, as well!”   No…just kidding! I hope and pray you’ll be 
ready to say, “Marv’s just here to help prepare the way.” God 
already has someone special in mind, but in the “interim,” let’s 
just enjoy the journey and grow in our faith!  Love and appreciate 
you all!        ~Marv 

 
Consistory Meeting 

June 10, 2019 
 

The monthly consistory meeting was held June 10, 2019 Susan 
Bland, Nancy Weber were absent.  Pastor Jacobs opened the 
meeting with scripture from Exodus 1:22-2:10 followed by brief 
meditation and prayer.  
Members shared where they have seen God at work at ERC.  
Pastor Marv’s presence. The garage sale raised about $1900 
income.  
Elders Report:  Minutes were read from June 10, 2019 meeting.  
Finance Committee Report:  Our total assets for May 31, 2019 is 
$282,121.64 and reported balance from various funds.  
M/S To approve the Treasurers report. M/C 
Worship/Music Report:  Met June 9, 2019 planning Father’s Day.  
The outdoor service June 23 and a 4th of July Service on June 30, 
2019.   
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Property/Insurance Committee Report:  The east bell tower back 
in the balcony.  Beckwith roofing has been called in.  Reported 
they will be putting up the fence in parsonage #1.  Two windows 
in the office need to be replaced.   
Sacraments Committee Report:  Reported 118 were served 
communion on Sunday, June 2, 2019 and 7 were served home 
communion.   
Church Life Report:  Father’s day will be giving cookies to the men.  
July 7 at Vanderlaan’s pond at 4 p.m. 
Looking at something for September. 
A discussion on establishing a search committee.  The executive 
committee will come next month with a list of names.   
M/S To adjourn after the reading and approval of minutes. M/C 
M/S To approve the minutes as read. M/C 
Closing prayer given by Bob Wiersema 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Garry Seaman, Clerk 
 

Elder’s Meeting 
June 10, 2019 

 
The monthly elders meeting was held June 10, 2019.  Marv Jacobs 
opened the meeting with scripture from Psalm 34:1-8 followed by 
prayer.   
The Constitutional question was asked and answered in the 
negative.   
M/S Due to Mark Dykema passing, Martha Kophamer will serve in 
Mark’s place until the end of 2019. M/C 
M/S To adjourn after the meeting and approval of the minutes. 
M/C 
M/S To approve the minutes as read. M/C 
Closing prayer given by Merrial Allison 
Respectfully Submitted by  
 
Garry Seaman, Clerk  
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Ladies Aid met on June 19 with 14 attending.  President Karen 
opened the meeting by reading of Psalm: 92.   
Business meeting was first.  Joan gave the treasurer’s report.   
President Karen Price introduced Father Brezinski for our 
program.  Father homily was titled: The Holy Trinity.  He explained 
the trinity as the whole of Christianity.  Father-Son-Holy Spirit.  
Father encouraged all of us to read the bible every day and to 
read it out loud.  If we do this, we will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  He then read an evening prayer.  Father accompanied us as 
we sang “Praise Him” and “Holy, Holy, Holy”.   
Special guests today: Don VanDerLeest, Darlene Schipper, Pat 
Hamstra, and Pastor Marv Jacobs.  
Program next month: Linda Vanderleest 
Serving: Carolyn Vandermyde.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGAGING DIFFICULT CONVERSATIONS 
 
    How well do you do engaging difficult 
conversations?  Perhaps you have not 
handled this well over the years.  Maybe you 

just walk away.  Other times, when you think you are right, you 
may engage with any tactics necessary until you WIN.  What if 
there was a way in which we could differ on an issue, and engage 
this difficult conversation in a healthy way.  Maybe we could even 
learn something in the process. In our day to day world, we 
encounter many such conversations, and I wonder, if we could 
benefit from a little guidance in learning how to do this, so that 
we both remain friends, even if we never totally agree.  
 
 Unity in the face of disagreement is hard work. What should we 
do when the stakes are high, we disagree strongly, and we all care 
deeply about the outcomes?  
 
Often, we engage in destructive conflict and make things worse or 
we walk away, resigned and cynical. How can we hold on to what 
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we believe and also stay connected to those who see things 
differently? How do we stay calm and thoughtful when the 
emotions in and around us are so powerful?  
 
In this workshop, we will learn principles and practices for 
managing ourselves as the tension around us and in us rises. We 
will learn how God will help us grow our own maturity in the face 
of conflict in ways that help us to be healthier and more effective 
in our congregations, our classes and our families.  
 
We will learn: 
•To see our own anxious reactivity so that we can make different 
choices. 
•To learn how systems (such as congregations, classes and 
families) react to anxiety in ways that make things worse 
•To focus on changing ourselves instead of changing other people 
•To remain calm so that we can think creatively and effectively 
•To act out of our deeply held values despite pressure to do 
otherwise 
•To stay connected to others without being defined by them 
•To see all these principles and practices in the life of Jesus as a 
crucial part of our discipleship 
 
    On August 1 from 9AM to 4PM at Ebenezer Reformed Church, 
Morrison Illinois you will have an opportunity to learn how to 
engage difficult conversations from Trisha Taylor and Jim 
Herrington.  Jim and Trisha have been working together for some 
time now to help others engage difficult conversations.  This could 
be of help to your work, your marriage, your greater family, your 
church, and even to yourself.  The RCA is in the middle of a need 
to have a difficult conversation about the issues that tend to 
divide us.  In order for us to make God honoring decisions about 
these matters, it may help us to learn a bit about having healthy 
conversations.  Put this date on your calendar now.  In order to 
register please contact the appropriate person below, indicating 
the information we would like to have from each person who 
desires to come.  Let’s honor our Lord with our conversations on 
difficult matters.   
 
REGISTRATION FOR DIFFICULT CONVERSATIONS 
 
Email the appropriate person below with your name, email 
address, and church you attend by July 20, if you are part of 
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Illinois Classis.  Pay $10 fee at the door.  We need a count by July 
20 in order to have a great lunch prepared for you. 
 
Kent Vant Hul at kvanthul@outlook.com for Wisconsin Classis 
Chad Schuitema at chad@rsmam.org for Illiana-Florida Classis 
Ray Tilstra at rgt809@gmail.com for Illinois Classis 
 

     

If you have any prayer concerns that you would 
like to put on the prayer chain, please email 
Pastor Marv Jacobs at revmj11@gmail.com  also, 
if you would like to have your email added to the 
prayer chain or if you are on the prayer chain but 
have not been receiving it, please let Domini 
know.             

We are very fortunate to have a church library here at Ebenezer.  
It has many books and even some movies!  Ann Brackemyer 
recently read a book from our library and wanted to share a 
tidbit about it!  

Let’s Roll! Ordinary People, Extraordinary Courage 
is a biography written by Lisa Beamer.  Beamer’s 
husband, Todd was one of the brave heroes on 
United Flight 93 on September 11, 2001.  This is 
not the typical 9/11 story though.  Already the 
mother of 2 boys, Lisa was pregnant when Todd 
died.  Unlike some Americans who dealt with 
tragedy simply by despising the terrorist and 
seeking vengeance, Lisa relied on her faith in God 
to help her through this horrific experience.   

I was captivated by this book from the first page.  I 
was able to imagine myself in both Todd and Lisa’s positions.  I 

questioned what I would do in the same situation.  Would I have 
the courage to fight terrorist?  Todd did it with God on his side 
and he never questioned his faith.  Lisa also never questioned 

hers.  She knew Todd was in heaven and she would get through 
these tough times with God.  This book is such a great read! I 

highly recommend it!  ~Ann 
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 Anyone who would like to place flowers in the sanctuary 
on a given Sunday in memory or in honor of someone, or 

for a special occasion, you are invited to do so.  The 
Flower Committee, for the month of July is  

Marcia Blean and Joan Zuidema.  

      

Please take note of the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
downstairs.  If you would like a little something with your coffee 

and juice on Sunday morning after church, we are in need of 
people to sign up to furnish this.  Cookies, cake, cupcakes, cheese, 
crackers, sausage, fruit, whatever your pleasure!  There is also a 
list for people to sign up who would like to “Help” or learn the 

workings of the kitchen for serving fellowship hour.  It does help 
to have that 3rd pair of hands while serving to help refill coffee 
cups, refill plates or start cleaning up.  If you are interested in 

being a part of this ministry, please sign up. Thanks!  

     

On July 7, please join Merle in celebrating his birthday. You are 
invited to the Fellowship Hall for cake and cookies following the 

worship service! 

     

Vanderlaan’s Pond Picnic is cancelled until further notice.  

     

Vintage People going on the boat cruise July 20, meet in parking 
lot by 11 a.m. 

     

August Vintage People will be having Breakfast at Rockwood.  
More info coming soon!   

     

HERE WE GO folks! Oct. 2. Circa 21, "SINGING IN THE RAIN", one 
of the best Broadway musicals.  Give me a call if you want to hop 
on board w/us for this favorite! This is a matinee, so leaving ERC 
parking lot at 10:45 a.m. sharp.  Cost is the same $69.00/person 
and it includes Round trip, Luncheon, play, tax and tip......Thanks 

so much, Karen P. 815 772- 8766 or 815 218- 4001 
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Youth Needs and Notices 

The Water Extravaganza will be on Wednesday, July 10 at 6 
pm.  They are looking for donations of Bunch-o-balloons.  If 
you would like to donate, please drop them off in the 
office!   

Children’s Sunday School will resume on September 15. 
 

The following are all things that we would like to donate to the 
Ronald McDonald home, when we go on July 5. If anyone would 
like to donate, there will be a box at the main entrance, or you 
can drop your donations off at the office. 

1. Individually wrapped snacks (chips, cookies, crackers, etc.) 
2. Individually packaged cereal  
3. K-Cups 
4. Individual portions of soup/mac n cheese 
5. Drawstring garbage bags (kitchen and larger) 
6. Laundry detergent 
7. Cleaning supplies:  Lysol Wipes, Scrubbing Bubbles, toilet bowl 
cleaner, Windex, Soft Scrub & all-purpose cleaner. 
8. Gift cards to Target, Amazon, Jewel, Home Depot, Sam’s 
Club/Walmart, OfficeMax, Home Depot, Bed Bath and Beyond, 
CVS & Walgreens. 
9. Postage stamps 
10. White copy paper 8.5 X 11 
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July Deacon Counting Team- Nancy, Josh, Jack 

 

 

 

 

JULY VALET PARKING PROJECTION VIDEO SOUND 

7 Collin Bland Scott Meurs Scott Garry  
14 Bob Vandermyde Scott Scott Jack 
21 Jeff Brooks Scott Scott John 
28 Jeremy Bush Scott Scott Phil  

JULY NURSERY                    ELDER 
AFTER SERVICE GREETERS 

 
7 

Shawn Soenksen 
Jaicee Schmidt 

NE-Garry Seaman 
NE-Marv Jacobs 

SW-Bob Wiersema 
SE-Merrial Allison 

14 Jackie Wiersema 
Hailey Wiersema 

NE-Barney Habben 
NW-Keith Hamstra 

SW-Marv Jacobs 
SE-Garry Seaman 

 
21 

Melinda Hamstra 
Kaylee Pruis 

NE-Bob Wiersema 
NW-Merrial Allison 
SW-Barney Habben 

SE-Marv Jacobs 
 

28 
Beth Milnes 
Emily Brooks 

NE-Marv Jacobs 
NW-Merrial Allison 
SW-Barney Habben 
SE-Keith Hamstra 

JULY                 FELLOWSHIP SERVERS 
 

USHERS 

 
7 

Dave & Darlene Schipper NE-Jack & Susan Bland 
NW-Debbie Orlowski 

SW-Jane Haan 
 

14 
Pat Rosenow & Karen 

Landheer 
NE-Dale & Doris Bull 

NW-Brian Tichler 
SW-Marcia Blean 

 
21 

Jack & Susan Bland NE-Harvey Zuidema 
NW-Arlyn Tichler 

SW-Jane Haan 
 

28 
Ted & Cindy Bush  NE-Jack & Susan Bland 

NW-Lisa Bland 
SW-Marcia Blean 
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Below are the Elder Care Groups.  If you have any 
concerns please contact the Elder assigned to your group.  
Thank You! 
 

ELDER CARE GROUPS – 2019 
 
 

Group Elder  Families 
 

1 
Merrial Allison 

1-815-772-4991 
(back up Martha Kophamer) 

Deb Adolph 
thru  

Kevin Bruckner 
 

2 
Bob Wiersema 

1-815-535-7379 
(back up Barney Habben) 

Allen Buikema 
 thru  

Barb Geerts 
 

3 
Barney Habben 
815-772-2018 

 (back up Garry Seaman) 

Jennie Gowan 
thru 

Betty McDonnell 
 

4 
Martha Kophamer 

815-238-7005 
 (back up Keith Hamstra) 

Alan Medema 
Thru 

Roger Schipper 
 

5 
Garry Seaman 
815-772-3079 

(back up Bob Wiersema) 

Beth Schmidt 
Thru 

Linda Vanderleest 
 

6 
Keith Hamstra 

1-815-441-2325 
(back up Merrial Allison) 

Bob Vandermyde 
thru 

Pat Zuidema 

 
 

SAVE AND PUT THIS PAGE IN YOUR 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

 


