
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Publication of the Ebenezer Reformed Church 

309 East Park Street, Morrison, IL 61270 
Phone:  815-772-2472 

Pastor Marv Jacobs, Interim Pastor  
Ann Brackemyer, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries 

Jennie Gowan, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries 
Domini Buikema, Office Manager 

 
Visit our website:  www.ercmorrison.com 

revmj11@gmail.com 
annschaefer04@yahoo.com 
jenniepruis@hotmail.com 

domini.ebenezer@gmail.com 
Praise Team Rehearsal – 8:30 a.m.  

Worship Celebration - 9:30 a.m.  
Heaven’s Express - 10:00 a.m. - 4 year olds through 5th grade 

(September—May) 
Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. - 6th grade through adults  

(September—May)                                                    
Fellowship & Coffee - 10:35 a.m. 
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From From From From Marv JacobsMarv JacobsMarv JacobsMarv Jacobs……………………    
 

I loved growing up on a farm, but I was still quite young 
when I realized I’d never make it as a farmer.  It probably stems 
from the time I got distracted while cultivating corn and ended up 
plowing out more corn than weeds.  It would prompt my dad to 
graciously advise me, “I think you’d better plan on college Marv.” 
So…that’s what I did, graduating with a B.A. from Central College, 
Pella, Iowa with a major in History and a Secondary Teaching 
Certificate.   That’s what my High School sweetheart, Sue, thought 
she was marrying-a future High School History teacher! Obviously, 
God had other plans.  

After college, we moved back to IL where I accepted a 
management position with the Kable News Company in Mt 
Morris, IL.  Even though we were far from being regular church 
attenders at the Ebenezer Reformed Church, Oregon, IL (much to 
my parents’ dismay), and two things happened that year.   First, I 
was elected a deacon and second, I was asked to deliver the 
sermon for a Layman’s Sunday. As a result of those experiences, I 
recommitted my life to Christ, and subsequently felt a call to the 
ministry. 

Having graduated from Western Seminary, Holland, MI 
with an MDiv (and two young sons!), we accepted a call to the 
Faith Reformed Church, in Wisconsin Rapids, WI (1976-1985). 
 That was followed by the Hawthorn Community Church, Vernon 
Hills, IL (1985-1989), the Desert Haven Community Church, 
Tempe/Mesa, AZ (1989-2006), and the Ottawa Reformed Church, 
West Olive, MI (2006-2011).  Thirty-five enjoyable years of 
ministry, four growing and loving congregations, two 
relocation/building programs, one major remodeling project, and 
575 delicious potlucks later, I was ready to retire! Having lost my 
dear wife Sue to brain cancer in 2009, I officially retired from 
active ministry in the RCA to move closer to my family in AZ.   

It was a good plan.  However, that same year, my youngest 
son, Luke and family decided to move to the Seattle, WA area and 
my oldest son, Adam, was named to head a project in New 
Mexico.  Moral of the story? Don’t tell your kids you’re retiring or 
you’ll give them a chance to get away!  

Well, six months into retirement, I grew rather bored! 
 So…Adam hired me to help him with his fiber optics project in 
NM.  The next 17 months were spent on the road sharing life in 
his comfortable camper.  When the project was completed, I 
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stayed with the company and moved back to AZ. Late 2017, as I 
contemplated retiring a second time to move back to IL, my home 
church became vacant and asked if I’d consider helping them out. 
 I accepted and for the next 16 months, enjoyed serving as their 
interim pastor. I enjoyed it so much in fact, that, rather than retire 
a third time, I happily chose to accept the offer to serve as the 
Interim Pastor of the Ebenezer Reformed Church in Morrison! 

As far as my family goes, my oldest son, Adam and his 
wife, Laurie are currently on another special project, this time in 
the Washington, DC area.  Their two children (my terrific 
grandchildren) are Hannah (soon to be 21 and less than a year 
away from graduating from Northern Arizona University with a 
Bachelor’s in Nursing) and Jonah (18 and a freshman at a Phoenix 
area Jr. College).  My youngest son, Luke developed type 1 
diabetes at the age of 17. Two years ago, his diabetes became 
very brittle and unstable making it unsafe for him to work or 
drive. So…when I moved to IL, he and his three sons, Mason (21), 
Isaac (15) and Elijah (14) moved from Seattle, as well.   After nine 
years of living alone, I welcome their company.  

I’m looking forward to serving as your Interim Pastor.  I’m 
also looking forward to meeting you all. Having just bought a 
home in Oregon, I commute Sunday through Thursday to the 
church.  My general plan is to maintain office hours 9 (and usually 
earlier) to noon, using the afternoon for calls and visits. So…as 
Mae West once said, “why don’t you come up and see me 
sometime!”  Please know, you’re never an interruption. You’re 
always a welcome distraction!  
 

Consistory Minutes 
May 13, 2019 

 
The monthly consistory meeting was held May 13, 2019.  Keith 
Hamstra, Merrial Allison, Mark Dykema, and Kim Schaefer were 
absent.  Garry Seaman opened the meeting with scripture from 
Psalm 119:57 followed by brief meditation and prayer.    
Members shared where they have seen God at work at ERC.  Rain, 
Pastor Marv, Easter Service.   
Elder’s Report:  May 13, 2019 meeting.  There was no meeting.  
Barney Habben, Ron Williams will help put communion together 
on June 1, 2019.   
Deacon’s Report Easter offering to 8 Days of Hope.   
M/S to pay speaker for special events $75 and mileage. M/C 
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To acquire an oversize wheelchair.  
Finance Committee Report: Our total assets for April, 2019 is 
$289,546.33 
M/S to put the $461.25 from Florence Ruhnow in the money 
market acct. M/C 
Property and Insurance Committee Report 
2 parties looked at Parsonage to rent 
M/S to approve the hiring of Blake Forester to take care of the 
landscaping. M/C 
M/S to approve raising the rate from $50 to $55 for Abe 
Houzenga to mow the lawns. M/C 
The fence at parsonage #1 has been taken down and will be 
replaced 
Communion will be served June 2 
Carnations were given away on Mother’s Day 
July 7 at 4 will have a picnic at Vanderlaan’s pond. 
Plans are made for a Father’s Day Gift 
Our Current Reality is that Rev Marv Jacobs is now on board 
New Business:  M/S to print communication cards and put in each 
bulletin and then place them at each entrance. M/S 
M/S To move the greeting time back to the beginning of the 
service. M/C 
M/S to adjourn after the reading and approval of the minutes. 
M/C 
M/S to approve the minutes as read M/C 
Closing prayer given by Karen Price 
 
Respectfully Submitted Garry Seaman, Clerk  
 

Elder’s Meeting 
May 13, 2019 

 
The monthly elders meeting was held May 13, 2019.  Keith 
Hamstra, Merrial Allison, Mark Dykema were absent.   
Garry Seaman opened the meeting with scripture from Psalm 30:5 
followed by prayer.  
Communion will be served June 2, 2019. 
We didn’t have a meeting to the lack of quorum. 
Closing prayer was given by Bob Wiersema. 
Respectfully Submitted By Garry Seaman, Clerk 
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If you have any prayer concerns that you would 
like to put on the prayer chain, please email 
Pastor Marv Jacobs at revmj11@gmail.com  Also, 
if you would like to have your email added to the 
prayer chain or if you are on the prayer chain but 
have not been receiving it, please let Domini 

know.             

     

 Anyone who would like to place flowers in the sanctuary 
on a given Sunday in memory or in honor of someone, or 

for a special occasion, you are invited to do so.  The 
Flower Committee, for the month of June is  

Maisie Renkes and Joan Zuidema. 
      

Vacation Bible School is June 24-28 from 6-8 p.m. at the Morrison 
Junior High School.  Volunteers are needed for the 2nd grade 
classroom.  If you are interested please contact Ann or Jennie.   

The Youth is holding a fundraiser at Rock Falls 
Candlelight on June 3rd from 4-8.  You must bring the 
certificate with you, for a portion of the proceeds 
benefit the youth.  You can pick a certificate up in the 
office or at each entrance.  

The city wide garage sale is June 7 &8.  All proceeds support the 
youth.  We are still taking donations, so bring in the stuff you have 
no use for anymore.  It can be dropped off in the Noah’s Ark 
room.   We are also having a cook-out on the 8th, during the 
garage sale.  We are in need of some boxes of hamburgers, pork 
chops, and pop.  If you would like to donate we would greatly 
appreciate it!  We also need some volunteers to help with the 
garage sale the day of.  We need people monitoring the rooms, 
and working the pork chop sale.   

Youth summer activities this year are June 12, 
19, and the 26th.  We are in need of some 
volunteers to help the kids, cook, craft, and do 
some games.  Let us know if you could help, 
the kids always look forward to these days, 

and I know the parents appreciate them just as much.   
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On July 5th, the youth is going to the Ronald McDonald home in 
Chicago to serve a meal to families of sick children. We are in 
need of some chaperons to join us.  We did this last year, and the 
kids and adults really enjoyed it!  Let us know if you would be 
interested in helping us out.   

     

Vintage People are on the Move~  

40 Vintage People joined together on May 21 to enjoy and 
evening of fun, food, and fellowship.  We enjoyed Sub 

Sandwiches, Salads, Soda, Strawberry Sundaes and Singing.  
Several favorite hymns were enjoyed by all who attended!! Pastor 
Marvin joined us and it was great evening to get acquainted with 

him! 

Our June activity will be supporting our Youth at Candlelight in 
Rock Falls on June 3 for supper.  Remember 10% of your bill will 

be donated to them for their Mission trip to Chicago.  Please 
support the youth as they are the church of tomorrow.   

Next Month, July 20th we are enjoying dinner in LeClaire at 
Biersstube and a cruise up the river on Riverboat Twilight.  An 
afternoon of relaxing with friends and taking in some fresh air, 

please consider joining us.  We have 40 tickets reserved and 25 of 
those are spoken for already so get your name on the list and plan 

on day of fun and laughs.  

     

On June 23rd at 10 am we will be having church on the East lawn 
with Todd’s band playing for us.  Following the service we will 
have lunch with hot dogs, hamburgers, buns, lemonade, water 

and ice cream furnished.  Please bring a dish to share or a bag of 
chips and join us!  

July 7th at 4 p.m. we will be having a Family evening at the 
Vanderlaan’s pond on Holly Road.  Ham sandwiches, chips, 

lemonade and water will be provided.  Please bring a salad or 
dessert to share along with a lawn chair.  

If there are any activities you would like to help us offer, please let 
a member of Church Life committee know, we are always open to 

suggestions.  
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Please take note of the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
downstairs.  If you would like a little something with your coffee 

and juice on Sunday morning after church, we are in need of 
people to sign up to furnish this.  Cookies, cake, cupcakes, cheese, 
crackers, sausage, fruit, whatever your pleasure!  There is also a 
list for people to sign up who would like to “Help” or learn the 

workings of the kitchen for serving fellowship hour.  It does help 
to have that 3rd pair of hands while serving to help refill coffee 
cups, refill plates or start cleaning up.  If you are interested in 

being a part of this ministry, please sign up. Thanks!  
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June Deacon Counting Team- Ron, Kim, Dave 

JUNE VALET PARKING PROJECTION VIDEO SOUND 

2 Bob Vandermyde Scott Meurs Scott Garry  
9 David Hook Scott  Scott Jack 

16 Ron Wiersema Scott Scott John 
23 John Dickey Scott Scott Phil  
30 Kim Schaefer Scott Scott Garry 

JUNE NURSERY                    ELDER 
AFTER SERVICE GREETERS 

2 
 

Beth Milnes 
Emily Brooks 

NE-Marv Jacobs 
NW-Merrial Allison 
SW-Barney Habben 
SE-Keith Hamstra 

9 Shawn Soenksen 
Jaicee Schmidt 

NE-Garry Seaman 
NE-Marv Jacobs 

SW-Bob Wiersema 
SE-Merrial Allison 

16 
 

Jackie Wiersema 
Hailey Wiersema 

NE-Barney Habben 
NW-Keith Hamstra 

SW-Marv Jacobs 
SE-Garry Seaman 

23 
 

Melinda Hamstra 
Cambell Buikema 

NE-Bob Wiersema 
NW-Merrial Allison 
SW-Barney Habben 

SE-Marv Jacobs 
30 Beth Milnes 

Emily Brooks 
NE-Marv Jacobs 

NW-Keith Hamstra 
SW-Garry Seaman 
SE-Bob Wiersema 

JUNE                 FELLOWSHIP SERVERS 
 

USHERS 

2 
 

Dave & Darlene Schipper NE- Dale & Doris Bull 
NW-Brian Tichler 
SW-Marcia Blean 

9 
 

Pat Rosenow,  
Karen Landheer 

NE-Harvey Zuidema 
NW-Arlyn Tichler 

SW-Jane Haan  
16 

 
 

Vern & Kathy Vanderlaan, 
Pat Pessman 

NE-Jack & Susan Bland 
NW-Lisa Bland 

SW-Marcia Blean 
23 Martha Kophamer & Sue 

Williams 
 NE-Dale & Doris Bull 

NW-Brian Tichler 
SW-Jane Haan 

30 Susan & Jack Bland NE-Harvey Zuidema 
NW-Arlyn Tichler 
SW-Marcia Blean 


