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domini.ebenezer@gmail.com 
Praise Team Rehearsal – 8:30 a.m.  

Worship Celebration - 9:30 a.m.  
Heaven’s Express - 10:00 a.m. - 4 year olds through 5th grade 

(September—May) 
Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. - 6th grade through adults  

(September—May)                                                    
Fellowship & Coffee - 10:35 a.m. 
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From Pastor Gerry…… 

 

What makes something valuable?  When we encounter everything 
in life, we assign a value to it.  How important it is by how it looks, 
by how it sounds.  Some things are worth few dollars.  Others are 
worth thousands.  What is the difference?  Read this poem called 
“The Touch of the Master’s Hand” 

 

'Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer thought it hardly 
worth his while 

To waste his time on the old violin, but he held it up with a smile. 
 

"What am I bid, good people", he cried, "Who starts the bidding for 
me?"  
"One dollar, one dollar, Do I hear two?" 

"Two dollars, who makes it three?" 

"Three dollars once, three dollars twice, going for three," 

 

But, No. From the room far back a gray bearded man came forward 
and picked up the bow, 
Then wiping the dust from the old violin and tightening up the 
strings, 
He played a melody, pure and sweet as sweet as the angel sings. 
 

The music ceased and the auctioneer with a voice that was quiet 
and low, 
Said "What now am I bid for this old violin?" as he held it aloft with 
its' bow. 
 

"One thousand, one thousand, Do I hear two?" 

"Two thousand, Who makes it three?" 

"Three thousand once, three thousand twice, 
Going and gone", said he. 
 

The audience cheered, but some of them cried, "We just don't 
understand." 

"What changed its' worth?" Swift came the reply. "The Touch of the 
Masters Hand." 

 

"And many a man with life out of tune all battered and bruised with 
hardship 

Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd much like that old violin 
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A mess of pottage, a glass of wine, a game and he travels on. 
He is going once, he is going twice, He is going and almost gone. 
 

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd never can quite 
understand, 
The worth of a soul and the change that is wrought by the Touch of 
the Masters' Hand. 
 

Do you sometimes feel like that old dusty, out of tune violin? Cast 
aside as worthless, in some dusty corner, forgotten? Well guess 
what? The Master knows your true value and he wants to be able to 
demonstrate it. If you let Him, He will dust you off and tune you up, 
so that you can, in your daily life, be sweet music to others. 

    

    

Erc NewsErc NewsErc NewsErc News----    

From our Library 

Katie Davis Majors is our featured author. She is a missionary living 
in Uganda, and has written two books that are on the New York 
Times bestseller list. Once you read this month's library choice, 
'Daring to Hope', you will wonder, "When does she have time to 
write?" 

Mrs. Majors writes about her daily life as a missionary in Uganda, a 
wife and a mother. Much of the story takes place in the home she 
shares with her husband Benji, young son Noah, and thirteen 
adopted Ugandan daughters. She has cared for the vulnerable 
children and families of Uganda for over ten years now. She 
founded Amazima Ministries, a mission to educate and empower 
families. She brings the gospel of Jesus to those who might not 
otherwise hear it. Katie shares hope, love and medical care with 
people who need it in her own home. 'Daring to Hope', is a personal 
story about a young woman who shares her love of Jesus in a 
foreign land. Again and again, she finds God's goodness in the 
broken people she ministers to. 
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Many fine books can be found here in our own church library. There 
are biographies and fictional stories. If you haven't checked out our 
selection recently, now is a good time to do so. 

     

If you have any prayer concerns that you would 
like to put on the prayer chain, please email Pastor 
Gerry at gnorman400@gmail.com.  Also, if you 
would like to have your email added to the prayer 
chain or if you are on the prayer chain but have not 
been receiving it, please let Pastor Gerry know.             

     

 Anyone who would like to place flowers in the sanctuary 
on a given Sunday in memory or in honor of someone, or 

for a special occasion, you are invited and  
Encouraged to do so.  The Flower Committee, for the 
month of March is Darlene Hook and Michelle Hook. 

      

Hold on to those unwanted items.  We will be taking 
part in the city wide garage sale again this spring to 
raise money for the youth mission projects 

                                              

The Father/Son banquet will be Tues, March 13, at 6:00 p.m.  A 
delicious roast beef dinner will be prepared by Sarah and Missy.  An 
all age friendly program will be given by Mr. Donald Hudson, 
Warden of the federal prison in Thomson.  Tickets are now available 
at the church office or from Deb, Susan B or Jane H during 
fellowship time.  Price is same as last year: 
Adults - $9.00; ages 5 - 10 - $4.00; ages 4 and under-free. 

      

The Father Son Banquet is looking for someone interested in taking 
charge of cooking the meal next year.  Please contact Jane Haan if 
you think this may be you!  

      

Circa 21 Dinner Theater...April 6."Church Basement Ladies, "Rise Up 
O Men"..........I only have 7 seats left on the Bus, Folks!!....Better 
hop on board now, before they are sold out...Full pay is due by 
March 15....give me a call, thanks so much....Karen P. 815 772 8766. 
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Brethren in Christ is hosting the Moody Men’s Choir with the 
concert being held here at Ebenezer on March 15.  They are looking 
for host families for the men.  It will be groups of 2 young men that 
will require 1 night sleep, breakfast and a sack lunch for each.  If 
you are interested in hosting please sign up in the Fellowship Hall.  

      

The Summer Youth Activities are right around the corner and we 
are looking for empty Pringle cans, paper towel rolls, and empty 
aluminum foil rolls.  If you have some you would like to donate 
please contact Jennie or Ann.   

      

The Mother-Daughter Banquet is right around the corner and we 
have a few good men that would like to cook the dinner for the 
women this year.  If you think you may want to help please contact 
John Dickey to get the ball rolling!  

      

The sign-up sheets are now located on the bulletin board near the 
mailboxes!  Please check it out and while you’re there grab your 
mail!  Thank you   

      

Communion Benevolent Offering-Blue Envelopes 

It has come to our attention that not everyone understands what 
the communion benevolent envelopes are for.  This was set up to 
fund our assistance fund. With this fund we help people who are in 
our church and community with financial assistance.  Sometimes it’s 
a gas or grocery gift card and others it may be paying a bill.  It was 
set up to be at communion but can be given at any time.  Please let 
us know if you have any further questions. 

Please also note that if you would like your offering recorded for tax 
purposes you must use your offering envelopes.  This is the only 
way we know what you gave and who gave it.  If you do not have 
envelopes and would like some please contact the church office.  

                                                                                      – Ebenezer Deacons 
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If anyone has a request for 
   Prayer either for themselves  
   Or a family member or friend,              
       You may call one of the                         
     Following chairpersons and 
she will begin the prayer chain:    
                                           

Barb Geerts   772-2776 
Mary Jane Connelly – 772-3639 

Sharon Habben   772-2018 

 

 
 
 
 

Fridays in February 
2-Ron Wiersema 
9-Keith Hamstra 
16-Darlene Hook 
23-Judy Seaman 

30-Ron Wiersema 
 

 

                 
     BULLETIN DELIVERY 

The deadline for 
contributions 

 For the April, 2018  
issue of “Ebenezer 
Happenings“will be  
Friday, March 23. 

Thank you! 
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MAR VALET PARKING PROJECTION VIDEO SOUND 

4 John Dickey Dawn Meurs Scott 
Meurs 

Garry Seaman 

11 Keith Hamstra Jan Wiersema Ryan 
Neumann 

Jack Bland 

18 Kim Schaefer Scott Meurs Louise 
Wiersema 

John Dickey 

25 Arlyn Tichler Jan Wiersema Ryan 
Neumann 

Phil Ardapple 

MARCH NURSERY                    ELDER 
AFTER SERVICE GREETERS 

4 Shawn Soenksen 
Gracyn Schmidt 

NW-Merrial Allison 
NE-Mark Dykema 
SW-Pastor Gerry 

SE-Martha Kophamer 
11 Jackie Wiersema 

Emily Brooks 
NW-Sharon Reisenbigler 

NE-Garry Seaman 
SW-Sandi Wilkens 

SE-Pastor Gerry 
18 

 
Patty Bush 

Brooklyn Gowan 
NW-Pastor Gerry 

NE-Marilyn Williams 
SW-Mark Dykema 

SE-Martha Kophamer 
25 Shawn Soenksen 

Ellie Schmidt 
NW-Garry Seaman 

NE-Pastor Gerry 
NW-Sandi Wilkens 

SE-Marilyn Williams 
MARCH                  CONSISTORY 

PRE-SERVICE GREETERS 
USHERS 

4 Kim Schaefer 
Martha Kophamer 

NE-Jack & Susan Bland 
NW-Lisa Bland 

SW-Marcia Blean 
11 Susan Bland 

Mark Dykema 
 

NE-Dale & Doris Bull 
NW-Brian Tichler 
SW-Marcia Blean 

 
18 

 

Nancy Weber 
Sandi Wilkens 

NE-Harvey Zuidema 
NW-Arlyn Tichler 

SW-Jane Haan  
25 Dawn Meurs 

Sharon Reisenbigler 
NE-Jack & Susan Bland 

NW-Lisa Bland  
SW-Marcia Blean 

MARCH  DEACON COUNTING TEAM 
4,11,18,25 Kim Schaefer, Gregg 

Wiersema, Jack Bland  
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