
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

A Publication of the Ebenezer Reformed Church 
309 East Park Street, Morrison, IL 61270 

Phone:  815-772-2472 
 Marv Jacobs, Interim Pastor  

Ann Brackemyer, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries 
Jennie Gowan, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries 

Domini Buikema, Office Manager 
 

Visit our website:  www.ercmorrison.com 
revmj11@gmail.com 

annschaefer04@yahoo.com 
jenniepruis@hotmail.com 

domini.ebenezer@gmail.com 
Praise Team Rehearsal – 8:30 a.m.  

Worship Celebration - 9:30 a.m.  
Heaven’s Express - 10:00 a.m. - 4 year olds through 5th grade 

(September—May) 
Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. - 6th grade through adults  

(September—May)                                                    
Fellowship & Coffee - 10:35 a.m. 



 - 2 -

 
 
From From From From Marv JacobsMarv JacobsMarv JacobsMarv Jacobs……………………    
 

I’ll try to behave this month and keep it serious for a 
change!  Of course, the key word here is try! Well, long before our 
children dressed up in costumes and overdosed on fun size-
snickers, there was Martin Luther (poor guy only wished it was 
Marvin!).  Luther was born into the world about the time 
Columbus ‘sailed the ocean blue in 1492’!  Gutenberg had 
invented the printing press and education/communication was on 
the rise! Most importantly, the Holy Roman Catholic Church, was 
THE unquestioned authority in the world.   

Martin Luther was a young monk who struggled with 
feeling “good enough” to earn God’s favor.  Spending time in the 
confessional didn’t work. Keeping the law didn’t work…and buying 
“indulgences” certainly didn’t work!   Buying an indulgence was 
basically a “get out of jail” card. For a small (or large) donation, 
you could pay off your sins! For the church, it became a great fund 
raiser!   

The story goes that a superior, in great frustration, threw a 
Bible at Luther and said, “read that!”  He did and it not only 
changed him, it changed history! Luther rediscovers the heart of 
the gospel, “that it is by grace we have been saved through faith, 
and this is not of our doing, but the gift of God!”  Who knew!!! 
Well, Luther does now and soon the whole world will know! 
Imagine this guy…daring to put the Bible above his church!  

Having found relief for his soul, he began to see God not as 
his mortal enemy but as a loving God who had sent his Son to 
redeem us from sin.  Fueled by that good news, he was 
determined to spread it. And so, he took to the Facebook of his 
day-the community bulletin board, if you will. On October 31, 
1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 theses on the great doors of 
the Wittenberg Castle Church.  The 95 theses were protests that 
raised questions about what the church was doing. He posted 
them as challenges. You might say it was his way of raising a fist 
against the establishment or kneeling during the National 
anthem! And…as you might guess, it received the same kind of 
response!  The church was furious, and a storm of debate ensued. 
Those branded heretics were burned at the stake, or worse. The 
church’s response to his questions was to stamp it – and him – 
out. 
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It’s a great lesson for leaders today. Luther wasn’t an 
enemy. He was raising questions to strengthen a church he loved. 
But he was viewed as a threat, so they would hear none of it. In 
1521 Luther was taken to the Diet of Worms (sounds appetizing 
doesn’t it?).   It was supposed to be like a debate, but there was 
no debate. It was more of a kangaroo court. They demanded he 
recant or be excommunicated (translation…put to death!). 
Luther’s response? “My conscience is held captive by the word of 
God. I cannot, I will not recant. Here I stand. I can do no other. 
God help me. Amen.” It was that level of conviction that fueled 
the reformation.   

In God’s good plan, Luther was kidnapped by friends who 
then hid him in a castle for 8 months against his will. While 
frustrated that he couldn’t take his message to the streets, he 
used that time to translate the New Testament into German.  For 
the first time, common people could read God’s Word in their 
own language…which added even more fuel to the reformation. 
Emboldened by Luther, others would devote their lives to 
“reforming” the church. People like our own John Calvin in 
Geneva, Heinrich Zwingli down in Zurich, and Philip Melanchthon 
back in Wittenberg, each with an amazing story, as the flame kept 
spreading. 

So what?  Here’s what!  1. We are saved by grace through 
faith in Christ. Nothing more. It’s not Jesus plus something. It’s 
just Jesus. 2. Speak up for what you believe to be right and true.  
3. Change is not always bad! Proud of our heritage, we continue 
to believe, “Ecclesia Semper Reformanda Est!” That is to say, “I’ll 
take my eggs over easy!” Kidding…just wanted to see if you were 
paying attention.  No, our motto means, “the church is always 
being reformed!” While we must remain faithful to God’s Word, 
we must also remain faithful to sharing that Word in a changing 
world.       
    So…while you’re munching on one of those fun-sized Snickers, 
take a moment and thank God for the life and ministry of Martin 
Luther!  At the risk of his own life and reputation, he “reformed” 
the church so it could “reform” the world. May his followers 
increase…and the size of those dinky fun-sized Snickers, as well!    
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Consistory Meeting 

September 9, 2019 

 

The monthly Consistory meeting was held September 9, 2019.  
Karen Price was absent.  Pastor Marv opened the meeting with 
scripture from 1 Samuel 3:1-11 followed by brief meditation and 
prayer.  
Members shared where they have seen God at work at ERC. 
Elders Report:  Minutes were read from September 9, 2019 
meeting.  Communion October 1, Sunday.  
Went over care districts.  
Youth- September 18 Aftershock starts.  Sunday School begins 
September 15.  Barney gave various events held through the 
summer.   
Church Life- Vanderlaan’s party.  Fall Fest.  Cookie Exchange.  
Something for Nursing homes possibly gifts and treats.   
Treasurer Review of Financials, Balance on hand $302,384.70. 
Finance Committee Report:  Our total assets for 8-31, 2019 is 
$302,384.70 and reported balance from various funds. 
M/S To approve the Treasurers report. M/C 
Worship/Music Report:  We will have a meeting after the morning 
service on Sunday September 15, 2019.  We have received a letter 
from Marguerite Clark to resign as our organist due to health and 
other physical problems.  A farewell celebration is planned for the 
near future.  M/S to give Marguerite a gift. M/C 
The Brick Parsonage has been rented for $850 per month for at 
least 1 year. M/C 
They reported that outlets have been installed in the kitchen.   
111 were served Communion on Sunday, September 1, 2019. 
Memorial Committee- Mark Dykema Memorial requesting new 
sign.  Further Review  
New Business:  Jackie Wiersema is requesting the use of the 
church  
M/S To adjourn after the reading and approval of the minutes. M/C 
M/S To approve the minutes as read.  M/C 
Closing Prayer given by Garry Seaman    
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Elder’s Meeting 

September 9, 2019 
 

The monthly elders meeting was held September 9, 2019.  Martha 
Kophamer was absent.  Pastor Marv opened the meeting with 
scripture from Acts 10:30-35 followed by prayer. 
The Constitutional question was asked and answered in the 
negative.  
M/S Baptise a child after conversation with the parents. M/C 
The Elder’s reviewed the Membership list to determine if anyone 
was in need of Elder’s call.  
M/S To adjourn the meeting after the reading and approval of the 
minutes.  M/C 
M/S To approve the minutes as read. M/C 
Closing prayer given by Gerry Seaman.  
Respectfully Submitted by  
Garry Seaman, Clerk 
 

Ladies Aid 

Ladies Aid met on September 18 with 9 attending.  1 guest Pastor 
Marv. 
President Karen opened the meeting by reading Romans 5:5 
We welcomed Marguerite back and she accompanies us as we sang 
“It is Well With My Soul” 
President Karen introduced Em Schroeder as our program.  Her 
topic is hope.  She referenced her senior bible and Hope is as 
follows:  H- Hiding Place O- One who sees P-Peace E- The 
Encourager 
She ended her presentation with all singing “Because He Lives.”  
Joan gave secretary’s report.  Jane gave the treasurer’s report.  
Karen and Maisie served. 
October meeting will be election of officers.  Programs-Pastor 
Marv. Serving Deb 
We closed with Mizpah Benediction Secretary Joan Zuidema 
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If you have any prayer concerns that you would 
like to put on the prayer chain, please email 
Pastor Marv Jacobs at revmj11@gmail.com  also, 
if you would like to have your email added to the 
prayer chain or if you are on the prayer chain but 
have not been receiving it, please let Marv know.   

           

     

 
 Anyone who would like to place flowers in the sanctuary 
on a given Sunday in memory or in honor of someone, or 

for a special occasion, you are invited to do so.  The 
Flower Committee, for the month of October is  

Nancy Weber and Linda Hook 

                                                 

Please take note of the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
downstairs.  If you would like a little something with your coffee 

and juice on Sunday morning after church, we are in need of 
people to sign up to furnish this.  Cookies, cake, cupcakes, cheese, 
crackers, sausage, fruit, whatever your pleasure!  There is also a 
list for people to sign up who would like to “Help” or learn the 

workings of the kitchen for serving fellowship hour.  It does help 
to have that 3rd pair of hands while serving to help refill coffee 
cups, refill plates or start cleaning up.  If you are interested in 

being a part of this ministry, please sign up. Thanks!  

     

October Vintage People Event will be Fall Fest 

     

Mark your calendars for: Fall Fest, October 20, 2019 at 4 pm.  
Arlene and John Dickey’s place on Route 78.  Hot dogs, chili, 

condiments, table service, drinks, S’mores will be provided.  Bring 
a dish to pass, your fishing pole, supplies and a chair.  Activities 

for the kids will be provided, please join us for food, fun and 
fellowship!   

     



  

 - 7 - 

SPECIAL TREATS FOR NURSING HOMES – Church Life is asking for 
some help in making pans of rice krispie treats tinted orange that 
we will deliver on Oct. 26.  If you could make a pan of these, there 

is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside of the kitchen.  
Just bring them to the kitchen by  

Oct. 25.   Questions?   Contact Deb A., Sue W. or Susan B.  

     

MARK YOUR CALENDARS...Nov. 14....Our annual "Autumn" 
dinner....FOREST INN @ 5:00 P.M. Everyone is welcome, so get 
your reservations in early. We have the private room, and the 
seating is limited!!This is our 5th year, so let's keep it going!! 

Please call Don @ 772-3582, Karen @ 772-8766, or Susan @ 772-
3352 to make your reservation...Thanks Everyone!! 

     

As many of you may know, the high school band has finally gotten 
new uniforms!   As a money maker, the music boosters are 

making small pillows from the old uniforms to sell.  They need 
some help to get 45 of these done.   On Sat., Oct. 12, from 9 -12, 

we will have a morning work session here at church in the 
fellowship hall.   So far we have 2 sewing machines being brought 
in but could use more.   We also need extra scissors to help cut, 
stuff & finish - so you can see that you don’t even have to know 

how to sew!    Ladies, gents & kids, please help with this project to 
support our kids & the music program even if you can come for 

only part of the morning.   Let’s see how many we can get done!   
Questions?   Contact Susan Bland at 815-772-3352; Joyce Hamstra 

at 815-441-3843; or Lisa Bland at 563-613-1143.  

     

October 13 the Worship and Music Committee will be having a 
meeting following the worship service.  They would like all 

members to attend. 
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October Deacon Counting Team:  Nancy, Josh, Jack 

OCT VALET PARKING PROJECTION VIDEO SOUND 

6 Brian Tichler Scott Meurs Scott Garry  

13 Keith Hamstra Scott Scott Jack 
20 Roger Schipper Scott Scott John  
27 Ted Bush Scott Scott Phil 

OCT NURSERY                    ELDER 
AFTER SERVICE GREETERS 

 
6 

Shawn Soenksen 
Gracyn Schmidt 

NW-Bob Wiersema 
NE-Merrial Allison 
SW-Marv Jacobs 

SE-Martha Kophamer 

 
13 

 

Beth Milnes 
Molly Neumann 

NW-Barney Habben 
NE-Keith Hamstra 
SW-Garry Seaman 

SE-Marv Jacobs 
 

20 
Jackie Wiersema 
Hailey Wiersema 

NW-Marv Jacobs 
NE-Bob Wiersema 
SW-Merrial Allison 

SE-Martha Kophamer 

 
27 

Melinda Hamstra 
Cambell Buikema 

NW-Barney Habben 
NE-Marv Jacobs 

SW-Keith Hamstra 
SE-Garry Seaman 

OCT                 FELLOWSHIP SERVERS 
 

USHERS 

 
6 

 
Ted & Cindy Bush 

NE-Dale & Doris Bull 
NW-Brian Tichler 

SW-Jane Haan 
 

13 Martha Kophamer &  
Sue Williams 

NE-Harvey Zuidema 
NW-Arlyn Tichler 

SW-Jane Haan 
 

20 
 

Susan & Jack Bland 
NE-Jack & Susan Bland 

NW-Lisa Bland 
SW-Marcia Blean 

 
27 

 
Dave & Linda Hook 

 NE-Dale & Doris Bull 
NW-Brian Tichler 
SW-Marcia Blean 


