
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A Publication of the Ebenezer Reformed Church 

309 East Park Street, Morrison, IL 61270 
Phone:  815-772-2472 

 Marv Jacobs, Interim Pastor  
Ann Brackemyer, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries 

Jennie Gowan, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries 
Domini Buikema, Office Manager 

 
Visit our website:  www.ercmorrison.com 

revmj11@gmail.com 
annschaefer04@yahoo.com 
jenniepruis@hotmail.com 

domini.ebenezer@gmail.com 
Praise Team Rehearsal – 8:30 a.m.  

Worship Celebration - 9:30 a.m.  
Heaven’s Express - 10:00 a.m. - 4 year olds through 5th grade 

(September—May) 
Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. - 6th grade through adults  

(September—May)                                                    
Fellowship & Coffee - 10:35 a.m. 
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From From From From Marv JacobsMarv JacobsMarv JacobsMarv Jacobs……………………    
 

As I begin this article, it is Monday, August 19, a week 

before my vacation.  Slave driver, Domini, cracked the whip and 

told me I’d better have my September newsletter article on her 

desk before I left, or she would make my life miserable.  My 

response? “What’s new about that? You’ve been making my life 

miserable since I arrived!”   

Alright, that conversation never took place at all (only in 

my mind �).  Truth is, I’m doing a pretty good job making HER 

life miserable!  I trust Ebenezer already knows how blessed we are 

to have her. Just pray I don’t cross that line from being miserable 

to unbearable!   

A week of vacation.  I’m ready for it! Of course, I know 

it’s going to fly!   I just hope I can enjoy the second half of 

vacation as much as I do the first half!  You see something 

happens to me in the middle. I’ll wake up Monday thinking, 

‘alright, I’m on vacation!’  Tuesday, the glass will still look half 

full. But then comes Wednesday and that same glass now looks 

half empty.  By Thursday, I’m sounding a lot like Eeyore, ‘oh me, 

oh my, only 3 more days left!” Friday comes and my thought is, 

‘I’d have this day off anyway.”  Saturday arrives and now I need a 

Kleenex to wipe my eyes. SUNDAY! Okay, Marv, forget that 

today is your last day of vacation, repeat after me…this is the day 

that the Lord has made, so let’s rejoice and be glad in it…this is 

the day…!’   

Okay, maybe I’m not that bad (‘no, Sue would counter, 

he’s worse!).   Sorry, I just can’t help it. I’ve always enjoyed the 

first half of vacation much more than the last half.  To me, the first 

half whispers, ‘do’ while the second half shouts ‘done!’ This old 

dog needs to learn a new trick-resolving to make the most out of 

every day!  I want to enjoy the second half even more than the first 

half!  

So, why am I talking about this?  Because…when I get 

back September 3, I will be 15 weeks down, 11 weeks to go!  In 

other words, it’s going to feel like a vacation Thursday! Maybe, 

I’ll ask Domini to change the name plate on my office door to 
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Eeyore!  I’m sure visitors to my office would love to be greeted, 

‘oh me, oh my, I only have ??? more weeks left to be with you! 

Granted, our six-month contract can be extended up to 18 months, 

but 6 months or 18 months, from my perspective, the time is flying 

by!     

What’s my point?  Let’s make a deal!  If you promise not 

to celebrate the passing of each week �, I promise not to bemoan 

the passing of each week ☹!   If you promise not to grow more 

like Pooh as we draw closer to the end, I’ll promise not to grow 

more like Eeyore!  Instead, let’s enjoy every day we have together 

and do our best to make it a productive time for Ebenezer. You’ll 

remember how I talked about John the Baptist preparing the way 

for Jesus.  In many ways, he was serving like an Interim Pastor. 

I’m here helping to prepare the way for the coming of our new 

Ebenezer Pastor. If you’re ready to give him the support and 

encouragement you’ve already given me, half of my job is already 

finished.  Half finished? Oh me, oh my! Love and appreciate you 

all! -Marv      

 

A Note of Thanks 
On Behalf of the Classis of Illinois, Ray Tilstra and I thank 

you and the people of Ebenezer Reformed for hosting yesterday’s 

workshop with Trisha Taylor and Jim Herrington.  You agreeing to 

step in late in the planning process and serve as the host church 

was a big load off of Ray and I, and a wonderful contribution to 

the success of the day’s session.  

Please extend our thanks to all that were involved in setting 

up and preparing the room, including Keith for his coordination 

and facilitation of the room arrangements, Jennie for coming in 

Monday to check out the technology with me, Joyce for working 

the sign-in table, Domini for banging out some receipt forms on a 

moment’s notice, and especially ‘Marv’s Marvelous Angelic 

Angels’ for spending the entire day working in the kitchen and 

overseeing the arrangements for pastries, lunch and drinks.  We 

could not have asked for or wanted anything more.  

Blessings to you. - Mike Senneff 
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Library News 

There are 6 new books in the library.  One is a non-fiction “Always 
Good Enough”.  The author is Peggy Jenkins, daughter of Johanna 

Medema.  Peggy lives in Camanche and is currently Marketing 
Consultant for Bickford Assisted Living in Clinton.  She was the 
Development Director of the Pregnancy Center in Clinton, IA.  

Peggy’s story will enlighten you regarding adoption and Pro-life.  
 

     

 

If you have any prayer concerns that you would 
like to put on the prayer chain, please email 
Pastor Marv Jacobs at revmj11@gmail.com  also, 
if you would like to have your email added to the 
prayer chain or if you are on the prayer chain but 
have not been receiving it, please let Marv know.   

           

     

 
 Anyone who would like to place flowers in the sanctuary 
on a given Sunday in memory or in honor of someone, or 

for a special occasion, you are invited to do so.  The 
Flower Committee, for the month of September is  

Deb Adolph and Glynis Port.  

      

Please take note of the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
downstairs.  If you would like a little something with your coffee 

and juice on Sunday morning after church, we are in need of 
people to sign up to furnish this.  Cookies, cake, cupcakes, cheese, 
crackers, sausage, fruit, whatever your pleasure!  There is also a 
list for people to sign up who would like to “Help” or learn the 

workings of the kitchen for serving fellowship hour.  It does help 
to have that 3rd pair of hands while serving to help refill coffee 
cups, refill plates or start cleaning up.  If you are interested in 

being a part of this ministry, please sign up. Thanks!  
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There is a table downstairs to share your produce.  Take some or 
leave some   

     

Children’s Sunday School will resume on September 15. 

     

Mark your calendars for: Fall Fest, October 20, 2019 at 4 pm.  
Arlene and John Dickey’s place on Route 78.  Hot dogs, chili, 

condiments, table service, drinks, S’mores will be provided.  Bring 
a dish to pass, your fishing pole, supplies and a chair.  Activities 

for the kids will be provided, please join us for food, fun and 
fellowship! 

     

The Brick Church Parsonage is currently FOR RENT.  Rent is $850 a 
month with a $950 deposit.  4 bedrooms, 2 ½ bathrooms, all 

appliances furnished.  Church takes care of the yard maintenance. 
No pets, non-negotiable.   Please call Bob Wiersema or Bob 

Vandermyde if you or someone you know may be interested. 

     

Dave and Linda Vanderlaan have invited us all to an evening at the 
cabin on Holly Road Saturday, September 14 at 4 p.m.  We will be 

having a tailgate party.  There will be a sign-up sheet for those 
participating by opening your tailgate or trunk and sharing your 

eats or if you are attending.  We will be furnishing hot dogs, buns, 
condiments, drinks, table service and S’more makings.  Make sure 

you sign up by September 7 so we know how many to plan on.  
Please bring a chair, bug spray, and your appetite and join us for a 

fun evening by the pond.  There will be a golf cart for rides for 
those who need it.  

     

Afterschock begins September 18 at 5:30 p.m.  If you have a child 
that would like to join us, please get a form from the church office 
or the first night we meet!  We are looking forward to seeing you 

all there! 
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September Deacon Counting Team-Ron, Kim, Dave, Dawn 

SEPT VALET PARKING PROJECTION VIDEO SOUND 

1 Keith Hamstra Scott Meurs Scott Garry  
8 Barney Habben Scott Scott Jack 

15 Michael Allen Scott Scott John  
22 Al Huizenga Scott Scott Phil 
29 Ted Bush Scott Scott Garry 

SEPT NURSERY                    ELDER 
AFTER SERVICE GREETERS 

 
1 

Shawn Soenksen 
Gracyn Schmidt 

NE-Garry Seaman 
NE-Marv Jacobs 

SW-Bob Wiersema 
SE-Merrial Allison 

 
8 
 

Beth Milnes 
Molly Neumann 

NE-Barney Habben 
NW-Keith Hamstra 

SW-Marv Jacobs 
SE-Martha Kophamer 

 
15 

Jackie Wiersema 
Hailey Wiersema 

NE-Garry Seaman 
NW-Bob Wiersema 
SW-Merrial Allison 

SE-Marv Jacobs 

 
22 

Melinda Hamstra 
Cambell Buikema 

NE-Marv Jacobs 
NW-Martha Kophamer 

SW-Garry Seaman 
SE-Bob Wiersema 

 
29 

Shawn Soenksen 
Jaicee Schmidt 

NE-Merrial Allison 
NW-Marv Jacobs 

SW-Martha Kophamer 
SE-Barney Habben 

SEPT                 FELLOWSHIP SERVERS 
 

USHERS 

 
1 

 
Dave & Darlene Schipper 

NE-Harvey Zuidema 
NW-Arlyn Tichler 

SW-Jane Haan 
 

8 
 

Maisie & Phil Renkes 
NE-Jack & Susan Bland 

NW-Lisa Bland 
SW-Marcia Blean 

 
15 

 
Marilyn Williams &  

Darlene Vos 

NE-Dale & Doris Bull 
NW-Brian Tichler 

SW-Jane Haan 
 

22 
 

Ted & Cindy Bush 
 NE-Dale & Doris Bull 

NW-Brian Tichler 
SW-Marcia Blean 

 
29 

 
Dave & Linda Hook 

NE-Jack & Susan Bland 
NW-Debbie Orlowski 

SW-Jane Haan 
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